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Congress Committee for its address. I know that you are all sorry
that Maulana Mahomed All is not in our midst tonight, nor
is Begum Sahiba, but you see to my right a learned Muslim
divine in the person of Maulana Azad Sobhani. He has been mov-
ing amongst the Mussulmans of Trichinopoly during the day. I
have no doubt that the Mussulmans of this place understand exact-
ly what their duty is by Islam and their country. You may not
all know that Maulana Shaukat Ali also was arrested in Bombay
on the 17th instant., and up in the Punjab, the same honours were
given to Dr. Kitchlew1. I do not know the reason that actuated
the Government in arresting Dr. Kitchlew, but the Bombay Gov-
ernment have been good enough to inform the public of the reasons
why they have arrested the Ali Brothers. The first reason stated
by the Bombay Government is that they have tampered with
the loyalty of the Army. The Government communique goes on
to state how they tampered with the loyalty of the Army. The
Brothers were a party to a resolution at a conference in Karachi
which called upon the Mussulmans to warn any Mussulman against
serving in the Army and telling every Mussulman soldier that in
terms of Islam it was a sin to serve in the British Army. I am
sorry that I was not present at that historic conference in Karachi
and had I been present there and had the conference permitted
me, I should also have been one of those who would have sup-
ported that resolution. (Laughter,) Only a Mussulman can say
whether it is a sin for a Mussulman to serve in the British Army
at the present moment, but as a Hindu and as an Indian, I know
what my duty and what the duty of every Hindu, every Indian,
should be on such an occasion. I know that it is a sin for a single
Indian to serve either in the British Army, or in any of the civil
departments of this Government, and if a public declaration of
this character even in the presence of soldiers constituted the offence
of tampering with the loyalty of the soldiers of the British Army,
let me tell this meeting and through this meeting the Government
of India, that I have committed the offence of tampering with
the soldiers serving in the British Army, times without number.
Nor is it a new offence; it was an offence deliberately committed
by me in the month of September last year, and it was an offence
committed also by the Indian National Congress in the month of
September at Calcutta2 and deliberately repeated at Nagpur3. If

1 A Congress Worker from the Punjab, an associate of Gandhiji; winner
of Lenin Peace Prize.

2 nt* Vol. XVIII, pp. 230-1.
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